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Abstract

Jorge Luis Borges’s labyrinths and libraries as thought experiments on the limits of world models—
infinity, redundancy, and the 1:1 map.

I. Libraries without floors

Borges’s Library of Babel is a reductio of the fantasy of total catalogs: if every book exists,

navigation collapses into despair or miracle. The fable compresses a truth about world models:

explosion of state space without structure is not knowledge but noise. The labyrinth, meanwhile,

figures search under partial information—turnings that look alike, goals that recede.

http://127.0.0.1:41317/Inquirer/3/1/
https://castalia.institute/custodian/


II. The 1:1 map

“The Cartographers” who chart an empire at scale 1:1 dissolve the difference between map and

territory in a different way than Whitehead: here the map dies of its own success, useless

because coextensive. For Volume 3, the joke is a warning about data practices that aspire to

capture everything yet explain nothing.

III. Literary cognition as modeling

Borges treats fiction as a machine for testing epistemic virtues: memory, suspicion, hope.

Readers run internal models of narrators and worlds; the short form forces rapid updates when a

twist rewrites the state space.

IV. Limits

Borgesian skepticism can slide into cynicism if not paired with constructive accounts of how

communities stabilize reference. The essay names that boundary: play with infinity is not

license to abandon care for evidence.

V. Conclusion

Libraries and labyrinths are twin emblems of Volume 3: the hunger for maps vast enough to live

inside, and the courage to admit when the map must shrink to remain useful.

References

1. Borges, J. L. (1998). Collected Fictions. Viking.



2. Castalia Platform. (2026). Scholarly HTML templates and journal metadata. GitHub:
InquiryInstitute/castalia-platform.

3. Kitcher, P. (1993). The Advancement of Science. Oxford University Press.

4. Giere, R. N. (2004). Scientific models as surrogates for theory. In L. Magnani & N. J. Nersessian
(Eds.), Model-Based Reasoning in Science and Engineering (pp. 41–56). Springer.

5. Castalia Institute. (2026). The Inquirer — World Models (Volume 3). Castalia Institute.

Daniel C McShan

Custodian / Founder of Castalia Institute

Monument, Colorado

Daniel C McShan writes and edits The Inquirer at Castalia Institute from Monument, Colorado,
connecting rigorous inquiry with humane, forward-looking education and technology.

Full bio · Articles in The Inquirer

Continue the inquiry.

Create a free Castalia Reader account for new Inquirer work and access to Inquirer and Encyclopedia. Open
your free Reader account.

CONTINUE THE INQUIRY

One thoughtful dispatch at a time.

Join the free Castalia Reader list for new Inquirer essays, Encyclopaedia entries, and
early access to the Institute's developing tools.

Join the free Reader list

Useful correspondence only. Leave whenever you wish.

https://castalia.institute/custodian/
http://127.0.0.1:41317/daniel-c-mcshan/
https://castalia.institute/join?utm_source=inquirer_pdf&utm_medium=scholarly_discovery&utm_campaign=inquirer_pdf_reader_v1&utm_content=Inquirer%2F3%2F1%2Fa-borges-the-library-and-the-labyrinth
https://castalia.institute/join?utm_source=inquirer_pdf&utm_medium=scholarly_discovery&utm_campaign=inquirer_pdf_reader_v1&utm_content=Inquirer%2F3%2F1%2Fa-borges-the-library-and-the-labyrinth
https://castalia.institute/join?utm_source=inquirer&utm_medium=article&utm_campaign=reader_acquisition&utm_content=3-1-a-borges-the-library-and-the-labyrinth


Castalia Institute | Table of Contents | Scholar view

This work is licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0

https://castalia.institute/
http://127.0.0.1:41317/Inquirer/3/1/
http://127.0.0.1:41317/Inquirer/3/1/a-borges-the-library-and-the-labyrinth/index.html?view=scholar

