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Abstract

Myth and kinship as maps of a culture’s world: structural transformations that make the cosmos
intelligible without reducing it to a single literal terrain.

I. Myth as coordinate system

Claude Lévi-Strauss insisted that myth is not a primitive mistake about nature but a transform

calculus operating on a finite alphabet of roles and relations. Kinship systems, totemic classes,

and narrative cycles appear as different “surfaces” generated by deeper permutations. Read

through the lens of Volume 3, myths are shared world models: they compress the moral,

ecological, and social landscape into patterns people can rehearse, dispute, and retell.
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II. Cartography without a single scale

The essay’s title alludes to cartography, but structural anthropology warns against flattening

cultures into literal maps. A kinship diagram is not a highway atlas; it encodes obligations and

prohibitions that regulate who may marry whom, who inherits care, and how alliances form.

The “territory” here is not land alone but the lived field of reciprocity. Structuralism’s wager is

that those fields exhibit regularities discoverable by comparison—transformations that link one

mythic cycle to another across continents.

III. Limits and living voice

Critics object that structuralism underplays history, power, and individual agency. Fairly taken,

the method is a partial model—excellent for certain symmetries, weak for diachronic rupture. A

responsible use of Lévi-Strauss in 2027 names those limits aloud: no transform table replaces

ethnographic attention to suffering, resistance, or colonial aftermath.

IV. Resonance with navigation metaphors

The Institute’s rover work offers a technological rhyme: SLAM builds maps from partial views;

myth builds maps from partial tellings. Neither pretends to exhaust reality; each supplies

actionable coherence under constraint.

V. Conclusion

Structural cartographies remind us that cultures model worlds as much as sciences do—often

with different variables, but with the same human need for compressions that can be taught,

argued over, and revised.
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